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IDEA and the Iowa Administrative Rules 
for Special Education Require AEA’s to 

Work With Local School Districts to:

“Identify, locate and evaluate those 
learners suspected of having a disability”

Source: https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/
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Disability Suspected

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/
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Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/suspecting-a-disability/
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Four Conditions for 
Suspecting a Disability

“Disability Suspected” Process Guides and 
Documents the Team’s Consideration of the 4 
Conditions
Evaluation is “Triggered” When Any ONE of the 
Conditions is Met

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/suspecting-a-disability/
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Conditions for Disability 
Suspected

Condition 1: 
*Diagnosis of a condition that  is
specifically listed / clearly
included in one of IDEA’s
disability categories

*Condition has a discernible affect
on educational performance

Condition 2: 
*Child’s performance is not
meeting standards

*Child’s performance is unique
when compared to peers

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/suspecting-a-disability/
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Conditions for Disability 
Suspected

Condition 3:
*Child has received high
quality instruction
(interventions) AND

*Child is NOT
meeting/progressing toward
standards

Condition 4:
*Child has received high quality
instruction (interventions) AND

*Child is meeting/progressing
toward standards BUT requires
continued and substantial supports

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/suspecting-a-disability/
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Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/suspecting-a-disability/
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Parents Have the Right to 
Request an Evaluation

The Disability Suspected Process is Used When Responding to 
a Parent Request for Evaluation
● All Performance Domains Are Considered
● Consideration is Given to Multiple Factors Impacting

Educational Performance
● Review All Relevant Information

If Disability Suspected-Obtain Consent
If Disability Not Suspected-Document Refusal with PWN

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/suspecting-a-disability/
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Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/defining-a-disability-and-
eligible-individual/

Iowa 
Designation

IDEA 13 Disability 
Categories
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Iowa’s 8 Performance Domains
1. Academics
2. Vision
3. Hearing
4. Health
5. Adaptive Behavior
6. Physical
7. Communication
8. Social Emotional Behavior

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/child-find-process-for-special-education/completing-an-initial-
evaluation/
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When Will The Evaluation Be 
Completed?

An Evaluation Must Be 
Completed Within 60 
Calendar Days From When 
the School Receives the 
Consent For Evaluation

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/
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The Evaluation is Completed
What Happens Next?

● The Educational Evaluation Report (EER) Will Be
Written

● Parents Will Receive A Copy of the EER Prior to
the Eligibility Meeting

● Read and Review EER Prior to Meeting
● Prepare Questions in Writing to Share With Team

at EER Meeting
Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/
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Who Attends the 
Eligibility Meeting?

● Parents
● Individuals Involved in Evaluation Who May Assist in Interpreting the

Instructional Implications of the Evaluation Results
● Others With Knowledge or Special Expertise Regarding the Individual

Being Evaluated (such as a General Education Teacher)
● The Student (When Appropriate)
● Additionally a Special Ed. Teacher May Be Invited, But Not Required
● Individual Invited By Parents (such as Advocate, Friend, Relative)

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/
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What Happens at The Eligibility 
Meeting?

● AEA Designee Will Summarize the EER
● Opportunities/Time for Questions and Clarification
● Determination of Eligibility / Entitlement for Special

Education
● Specific Learning Disability Information:

○ SLD Overview
○ SLD Checklist

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/
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Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vIKPx_RHbDszHD_h_5NDAEUCvhcsG6fT/edit?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U7lu9QeH-XSm_nA3lLDJ9WWQSHgh2aJP/edit
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Consent for Initial Services

Special Education Services do 
Not Begin Until the Consent for 
Initial Services is Signed by the 

Parent(s) and Returned 
to the School.

Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/evaluations-
eligibility/
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Please note the following disclaimer as to the information, services, research, and products mentioned on the LDA of Iowa (LDA-IA) presentation. 
● The Learning Disabilities Association of Iowa does not endorse, recommend, or make representations with respect to the research, services, programs, medications, 

products, or treatments referenced on the website. While believed to be correct at time of publishing, information is subject to change.
● The material provided on the LDA-IA website is designed for educational and informational purposes only, not for providing medical or legal advice. Consult with qualified professionals to meet these needs. Any 

program, service, or treatment referenced is not an official endorsement by LDA-IA.
● Information copyrighted or owned by any individual or entity other than LDA-IA is for personal use only. Permission to otherwise reprint or electronically reproduce any document in part or in its entirety is expressly 

prohibited, unless prior written consent is obtained from the owner.
● LDA-IA may provide links on the website to other websites that are not under the control of LDA-IA. These links are provided for the convenience of reference only and are not intended as an endorsement by 

LDA-IA of the organization or individual operating the website or a warranty of any type regarding the website or the information on the website. LDA-IA cannot and does not warrant against human and machine 
errors, omissions, delays, interruptions or losses, including loss of data. LDA-IA cannot and does not guarantee or warrant that files available for downloading from this or another website will be free of infection by 
viruses, worms, Trojan horses, other harmful elements or other code that manifest contaminating or destructive properties.

Website:     https://ldaiowa.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/LDA.Iowa/
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/ldaofiowa/
Twitter/X:   https://twitter.com/ldaofiowa
Email:  info@ldaiowa.org
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