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What Are Extended School 
Year Services (ESYS)?

● ESYS are special education and other related
services that may be provided to an eligible
individual beyond the normal school year.

● ESYS are made available at no cost to the parents.
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Does My Child Qualify for ESYS?

At each annual review and/or reevaluation IEP meeting:
1. The IEP team must determine and document eligibility 

for ESYS using multiple data sources.
2. The IEP team may address a learner’s eligibility for

ESYS with an amendment to the current IEP if the data
warrants it.

ESYS is typically determined in the spring beginning in 
February through April using IEP goal data and other 
sources.
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4 Questions to Be Addressed When 
Determining Eligibility for ESYS

1. “Are there goal areas of concern that need to be acquired or maintained
without interruption for the learner to meaningfully benefit from FAPE?

2. Has there been (or is there a potential for) significant regression during
periods of interruption that would require significant recoupment?

3. Are there rare and unusual circumstances/factors?
4. Are there other factors to be considered in determining the learner’s

need for ESYS?” (iowaideainformation.org)
Source:  https://iowaideainformation.org/special-education/individualized-
education-programs/components-of-an-iep/
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1. Teams should finalize and document decisions
regarding ESYS at least 60 calendar days prior to
the end of the school year to allow the parents,
school and AEA team time to plan for the delivery
of ESYS.

1. The 60 days provide the parents with time to appeal
the decision via one of the conflict resolution
options outlined in the Procedural Safeguards
Manual.

When Should ESYS Eligibility 
Decisions Be Made?
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More Information About ESYS
● Not every student will be entitled to ESYS. In fact,

the majority of students DO NOT qualify.

● If the IEP determines a student is not eligible, a
prior written notice must be provided to the
parents.
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My Child Qualified for ESYS Last 
Year.  Will He/She Automatically 

Qualify Again This Year?

1. A student does NOT automatically qualify for ESYS
year to year.

1. From year to year, the IEP team must review data
and answer the four questions to determine
eligibility.
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Key Points About ESYS

● Most Special Education students do NOT meet criteria for
ESYS

● Is reviewed and determined annually and at least 60 days
prior to end of school year

● 4 questions for eligibility:
○ Interruption of services negatively impacts FAPE
○ Regression factor
○ Rare and unusual circumstances
○ Other factors to be considered

● Prior Written Notice
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Please note the following disclaimer as to the information, services, research, and products mentioned on the LDA of Iowa (LDA-IA) presentation. 
● The Learning Disabilities Association of Iowa does not endorse, recommend, or make representations with respect to the research, services, programs, medications, 

products, or treatments referenced on the website. While believed to be correct at time of publishing, information is subject to change.
● The material provided on the LDA-IA website is designed for educational and informational purposes only, not for providing medical or legal advice. Consult with qualified professionals to meet these needs. Any 

program, service, or treatment referenced is not an official endorsement by LDA-IA.
● Information copyrighted or owned by any individual or entity other than LDA-IA is for personal use only. Permission to otherwise reprint or electronically reproduce any document in part or in its entirety is expressly 

prohibited, unless prior written consent is obtained from the owner.
● LDA-IA may provide links on the website to other websites that are not under the control of LDA-IA. These links are provided for the convenience of reference only and are not intended as an endorsement by 

LDA-IA of the organization or individual operating the website or a warranty of any type regarding the website or the information on the website. LDA-IA cannot and does not warrant against human and machine 
errors, omissions, delays, interruptions or losses, including loss of data. LDA-IA cannot and does not guarantee or warrant that files available for downloading from this or another website will be free of infection by 
viruses, worms, Trojan horses, other harmful elements or other code that manifest contaminating or destructive properties.

Website:  https://ldaiowa.org
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LDA.Iowa/
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/ldaofiowa/
Twitter/X:  https://twitter.com/ldaofiowa
Email: info@ldaiowa.org
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