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Presenter Biography

• Currently the Director of Student Services at West Delaware CSD in 
Manchester, Ia. 

• Been in education for 31 years and has served as a Special Education 
Teacher, Alternative Program Instructor, Building Level Principal, and a 
Superintendent. Attended the University of Northern Iowa earning BA in 
English/Special Education, MAE in Special Education Consultation, ASC in 
Principalship, and has Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership.
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Accommodations

• An accommodation changes How a student learns or 
demonstrates learning without changing the grade-level 
standards, learning targets, or expectations.

• Accommodations provide access to instruction and 
assessment while maintaining the same curriculum 
expectations as peers.
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Accommodations: Key Question

•Does this support change access to learning 
without changing what the student is expected to 
learn?
• If Yes, it is likely an accommodation.
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Examples of Presentation Accommodations

• Audio version of texts

• Text-to-speech

• Large-print materials

• Visual schedules

• Highlighted directions

• Graphic Organizers

• Read-aloud of directions or assessment items when reading is not the skill being measured
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Examples of Response Accommodations

• Speech-to-text

• Typing instead of writing

• Dictation of responses

• Alternate method for demonstrating learning (presentation, project, video, 
one-on-one with teacher)
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Examples of Timing and scheduling 
Accommodations

• Extended Time

• Frequent breaks

• Chunking assignments into smaller parts

• Flexible scheduling
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Examples of Organizational and Behavioral 
Supports

• Checklists

• Assignment notebooks

• Teacher-provided notes

• Positive behavior supports

• Visual Reminders and cues
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Modifications

• A modification changes What a student is expected to learn, the complexity 
of the content, or the performance expectations.

• Modifications alter the curriculum, learning targets, or standards and are 
typically used when a student’s disability significantly affects their ability to 
meet the grade-level expectations, even with accommodations and 
specialized instruction.
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Modifications: Key Question

•Does this support change the learning target, 
standard, amount of content, or level of difficulty?
• If Yes, it is likely a modification
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Examples of Curriculum Modifications

• Learning below grade-level standards

• Alternate learning objectives

• Simplified curriculum expectations

• Reduced complexity of assignments
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Examples of Assignment Modifications

• Completing fewer problems when the reduced amount changes mastery 
expectations

• Shortened assignments tied to modified learning goals

• Reduced reading requirements

• Alternative texts at a significantly lower instructional level
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Examples of Assessment Modifications

• Different assessment aligned to modified standards

• Reduced number of concepts assessed

• Alternate assessments

• Pass/fail grading when tied to modified expectations
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Important: Context Matters
Some supports may be accommodations or modifications depending on the 
learning target.

Support
Calculator

Reworded Questions

W ord Bank

Read-Aloud

Accommodation When..
Used on science, social studies, or higher-

level math problem solving where 

computation is not the skill being 

measured.

Clarifies language without changing the 

rigor or meaning

Supports recall while maintaining grade-

level expectations

Reading is not the skill being assessed

Modification When…
Used when basic computation or math fact 
fluency is the skill being measured.

Simplifies the content or lowers the cognitive 
demand

Provides answers that substantially reduce 

the intended skill requirement

Changes a reading assessment intended to 

measure decoding or reading comprehension
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Decision-Making Guide
Ask these questions

1. Is the student learning the same grade-level standards as peers?

Yes, Continue to Question 2

No,  Modification

2. Does the support simply change access, participation, or expression?

Yes, Accommodation

No, Continue to Question 3

3. Does the support reduce, simplify, or change to learning experience?

Yes, Modification

No, Accommodation
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Accommodation vs. Modification: Common 
Misconceptions Guide

Common Misconception Reality

Reduced assignments are an accommodation Reducing amount of work usually changes 
expectations & is a modification

Reading a test aloud is a modification Reading directions or content aloud change HOW 

students access information; it’s an accommodation

Accommodations make work easier Accommodations remove barriers but maintain 

grade-level expectations

All students with an IEP receive modifications Most students receive accommodations; 

modifications are typically used for students with 
significant disabilities

Extended time lowers standards Extended time simply allows students to 

demonstrate knowledge without time-related 
barriers

Using audio books means the student isn’t 

reading

Audiobooks provide access to content and are an 

accommodation when comprehension of grade-level 
content is the goal
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Accommodation vs. Modification: Common 
Misconceptions Guide

Common Misconceptions Reality

Shortened writing assignments are accommodations If the assignment expectations change, it is a 

modification

Accommodations should only be used during testing Accommodations should be used consistently during 

instruction and assessment

Vague IEP language is acceptable IEP supports must be specific so teachers know 

exactly how to use them

If a support helps a student, is must be allowed Supports must align with documented disability-

related needs and IEP goals
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Quick Reference

• Accommodations
• Change access

• M aintain grade-level standards

• M aintain learning expectations

• Change how students learn or demonstrate learning

• Modifications
• Change expectations

• Change curriculum or standards

• Reduce complexity or amount of learning

• Change what the students are expected to learn

18



9/25/26

7

Guiding Principles

• Accommodations provide equitable access to grade-level learning

• Modifications change the learning expectations themselves

• When determining whether a support is an accommodation or modification, 
focus on the learning target and standard being addressed, not simply the 
support being provided.
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Thank you for your time!

•mattoloughlin@w-delaware.k12.ia.us
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Website:  https://ldaiowa.org
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@learningdisabilitiesassoci7948
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LDA.Iowa
Instagram:  https://www.Instagram.com/ldaofiowa
Twitter/X:  https://twitter.com/ldaofiowa
Email:  info@ldaiowa.org

For Membership Information or to Join LDA: 
https://ldaamerica.org/membership
$55-yearly membership
$25-student membership

Learning Disabilities Association of Iowa
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